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Speaker Bio:

ELENA MAKAROVA was born and raised in Ukraine. She studied at the National
Pedagogical Dragomanov University and at the University of Bern Switzerland, where
she received her Ph.D. and her Venia Docendi. Makarova worked on a number of
research projects funded by the Swiss National Science Foundation (SNSF) and was
the SNSF research fellow at the Victoria University of Wellington, New Zealand, and
the University of lllinois at Chicago, USA. Currently, she has a position as a
Professor of Educational Sciences and Director of the Institute for Educational
Sciences at the University of Basel. Her main research interests are acculturation
and adjustment of minority youth, school dropout, value transmission in the family
and school context, and gender and career choice.

Title: Ukraine — Challenges of Nation-Building, Defending the Rights of being a
Nation, and the European Response to the War in Ukraine

On the 24. February 2022 Putin’s regime has launched a full-scale military invasion
of Ukraine questioning not only its territorial sovereignty but also its right to be a
nation. Combining emic and etic perspectives in my talk | will glance at Ukraine’s
Independence and the development of national Identity since 1991. | will further
elaborate on the relationship between cultural and national identity in the most recent
history of Ukraine, the interplay between ethnicity and language in Ukraine, and the
nature of the East-West ethnolinguistic divide in Ukraine. Moreover, | will analyze
how the narrative of cultural and national identity has been changed through the
Russian war in Ukraine. Finally, | will address the response of the European
countries to the war in Ukraine as well as gender-specific aspects connecting to the
war and migration. Based on the example of Switzerland | will investigate the
challenges of receiving countries related to societal and educational integration of
refugees from Ukraine.
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